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EDITORIAL. 


We can by no means join in the pean of self-satisfaction 
which is sounded in the Library Association Record for January. 
There it is urged that three important months have passed 
since the Conference, and that they have been fruitful in 
energetic work and that the harvest is visible in the Council 
notes published in the same number. We have read them with 
sympathetic and critical care, but while we see evidence that 
some of the points raised at the Library Association Conference 
in October have been considered, we see very few results 
have been achieved. Questions we would ask are these :— 

(t) Has the Library Association approached any single 
Government department with its resolutions ? 

(2) Has a definite reply been made to the Ministry of 
Reconstruction upon the part that public libraries 
are to play in adult education ? 

(3) Have the resolutions been brought to the notice of 
library authorities throughout the country ? 

When these questions are answered in the affirmative we may 
expect progress. Until then we must reserve our share in the 
enthusiasm expressed in the Record. Further, the Record 
speaks as if the separate Conference volume were un fait 
accompli, as if it had been in the hands of readers for some time 
past. We write towards the end of January, and we know 
that this is not the case. All the enthusiasm and interest that 
were raised in the minds of the municipalities by the prepara- 
tions for the Conference have now either cooled or evaporated 
and the Conference volume when it comes will have merely 
the interest that attaches to a historical document. We hope 
the Library Association may be able to retrieve some of its 
lost months, but we fear that the best opportunity that has 
ever been made for it has been gravely endangered by the 
traditional inertia of those in control of the Association’s 
affairs. The Record is certainly more interesting now-a-days 
than it has been, and we note its new development with 
interest and appreciation, but the fact remains that the Associa- 
tion is still inadequate to fulfil its purpose. 
* * * 

Wé make no apology for labouring this point. It may be 
urged that there are wider questions needing solution than the 
quality of the Library Association Council. For other men there 
may be ; for librarians there is no wider question. Their whole 
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prospects depend upon the direction in which public opinion 
runs on library matters, and the methods of those whose 
business it is to create and direct that opinion are vital to 
them. We must labour the question until British librarians 
determine that these delays shall come to an end. We are, 
at the same time, well aware of the difficulties of the Library 
Association Council. It has no business organization worth 
speaking about : it is too poor. Its staff consists of an accom- 
plished lady and one girl assistant. All other helpers are 
honorary ; that means, all the others work for the Association, 
when they can, or will, and, in any case, do not hold themselves 
amenable to any discipline—even if it were possible or desirable 
for neglect. The only solution lies along such lines as will 
broaden the appeal of the Association, and secure for it the 
adherence, and, incidentally, the subscriptions of non-librarians. 
An enhanced income would bring a permanent salaried Secre- 
tary, an increase in official help, and some assurance that 
resolutions passed at annual meetings would be carried out. 
* * * 

A circular letter has been issued from the Director of 
the Department of Food Economy, accompanying samples of 
the useful leaflets issued by that Department on the production 
and preparation of food. These leaflets the Department asks 
public libraries to display and to circulate to their readers. 
Sir Arthur Yapp also asks librarians to become agents for 
increasing the membership of the League of National Safety 
by allowing membership cards to be signed at the libraries, 
and the anchor badges denoting membership to be issued 
from them. There is an aptness about this endeavour to 
use the public libraries that is gratifying to us, and it is to be 
hoped that other Government departments may receive 
similar vision of our possibilities. Interesting points in the 
circular are that Prof. R. H. Yapp, the brother of the Director 
of Food Economy, states that he attended a recent meeting 
of the Council of the Library Association and that this effort 
to use the libraries is a result of the interview. At that inter- 
view it was also promised that copies of the National Food 
Journal would be sent free for use in the reading rooms of 
libraries, and a more important result was that the Department 
is about to issue a list of books prepared by experts on food 
production, war time cookery, dietetics, &c., which will 
shortly be forwarded through the Library Association to 
librarians. Apparently the list is not for direct issue to 
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the public, but is to assist librarians in making an authentic 
collection of books on the subjects named. While this is most 
valuable work we may regret that the Department has not seen 
fit to produce a list which could be issued in thousands to the 
public from every public library. We are told that the objec- 
tion to this is that it would involve the criticism implied in 
selecting a few from a number of excellent books. If the 
objection is a real one it ought to have been over-ridden. 
Libraries make selections continuously—it is part of their 

rpose—and that the sensibilities of authors should control 
the work of the librarian or the bibliographer in this direction 
seems to us to be a new and unpractical point of view. We trust 
that all librarians will recognise the opportunity afforded them 
for taking part in this National Campaign of Food Economy. 

* * * 


We take pleasure in publishing notes by a new contributor, 
“ A Provincial Librarian,’”’ who is a man of experience, educa- 
tion and literary gifts, and our readers will be glad to know 
that similar notes from his pen will appear in future issues 
of THE LipRARY WoRLD. His note on the letter of Sapper 
Chambers to the Municipal Journal seems to have been written 
without reference to our earlier pages ; for, in our December 
issue, the matter was dealt with at length in “‘ Letters on Our 
Affairs,” where our contributor showed that the matter was 
not quite so simple as “ A Provincial Librarian” implies it 
to be. The whole question of library appointments in war 
time needs careful consideration. Obviously it is absurd to 
limit them to men over military age. A man, says Sir Edward 
Clarke in his recently-written reminiscences, reaches his highest 
intellectual powers at about 37. For the best work a man should 
be of that age or within a few years of it. That is a rough 
general rule, but individual cases may dispreve it utterly. 
For example, Mr. Jast, who has the driving power of three 
ordinary men of whatever age, is well above this limit, we 
believe. The main point lies in the necessity of building up 
the library systems now for future work. Seeing that three 
of the ablest librarians we know are working respectively as 
clerk to an officers’ training corps, transport officer, and 
recruiting clerk, we are tempted to believe that the nation 
would have benefited more ultimately had they stayed in 
their libraries, and aspired, as they might have done, to the 
positions which have fallen vacant during the war. We 
realize, however, that the question has many sides, 
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TRADE UNIONISM & LIBRARY WORKERS. 


W HEN the Library Assistants’ Association was founded there 
were amongst librarians those who regarded the movement 
with suspicion as rather smacking of trades-unionism. 
It laid down a narrower basis of membership than the Library 
Association : the latter was intended to be a gathering of all who 
were interested in libraries either as library workers or as book-lovers 
and to a limited extent succeeded in that intention. The younger 
society closed its doors determinedly to ali who were not employed 
professionally in tibraries, shut out chief librarians, and even the 
auxiliary employés of libraries, typists, clerks, &c. So we read its 
constitution. Here there seemed to be matter for revolutionary 
doctrines and schemes, and librarians who imagined themselves to 
form a sort of Amphictyonic Court to which assistants should not 
even aspire to enter, were much disturbed by the possibilities 
these young, discontented persons presented. Insomuch, indeed, 
that we have heard of instances in which librarians actually had the 
impudent tyranny to forbid their assistants to become members 
of the body under pain of their displeasure. All these fears have 
been unrealized, and negatived by the generally prudent behaviour 
of the leaders of the new association, who by the most peaceful 
methods have done much to increase the efficiency of library 
assistants and to raise their service to a higher plane. To-day 
every wise chief librarian encourages his assistants to become 
members, because it makes them more useful to him. 

We have written this much about the feeling towards trades- 
unionism, which existed in the minds of older librarians, in order to 
lead to a brief consideration of the part that this movement seems 
likely to play in coming days amongst library workers. There are 
evidences from various parts of the country that library assistants 
are getting into closer touch with trades-unions ; and it is for them 
to consider carefully if the ultimate aims for which they strive are 
likely to be achieved by this means. Historically there is some- 
thing to favour the theory that such affiliation is advantageous. 
The library assistants at Bristol joined to National Union of Clerks, 
and, were through the representations of that body, advanced in 
their salaries. We understand, too, that the staff—or part of it— 
at Manchester Libraries has adopted a similar course, but with what 
results we do not know. 

Are there any real objections to such a course ? 

We think there are. A trades-union is a body formed for 
offensive and defensive action on behalf of its members; and the 
weapon it uses is the strike. Strikes can be effective only in cases 
where the services usually rendered by the strikers are indispensable 
to the community. Applying these tests the library worker as a 
trades unionist has no chance whatever. He may be convinced 
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that his services are indispensable ; and in one high sense he is right ; 

but there would be no paralysis of the physical national life if all 

the library workers in the country came out to-morrow. A muni- 

cipality which buttoned its pockets and closed its ears could defy 
the trades-union librarians in the world. 

Again, the only union which seems to attract library assistants 
is the National Union of Clerks. We have no criticism to make 
of this excellent body. Indeed, it has done much to rescue the 
clerk from the eighteen shillings a week situation in which he found 
himself not many yearsago. Clerking, however, is not a specialised 
work in the sense that librarianship is: a solicitor’s clerk and a 
brewer's clerk are equally clerks—neither is a professional man. 
Consequently if the library assistant allies himself with them his 
claims to professional recognition become on his own showing 
equal with theirs. 

What is the natural result ? 

For many years we have watched growing in library work two 
grades of workers, the trained and certificated. and the untrained. 
The latter are already clerks and do not, so far as they may be 
judged from their self-preparation (or want of it), desire to be any 
thing else. These may legitimately join the National Union of 
Clerks or any similar body which they think will advance their 
interests. But they cannot expect to be regarded as librarians or 
to aspire to the higher posts in libraries. These belong naturally 
and justly to men and women who by discipline and preparation 
have proved their professional ability. 

There are, we know and confess quite freely counter arguments. 

It seems absurd to argue that so much study and preparation 
should go on. They have gone on for many years now, and the 
results have been that the average library assistant has a hard 
struggle to live. We have felt the pinch ourselves, and speak 
feelingly. The economics of our work have improved too slightly 
for us to dwell upon training to the extent that we have until now. 
The public rarely recognizes it, and library authorities have been 
provided from a crowded market with inexpensive technical 
service. 

We admit all this, but would argue :-— 

The hardship is relative and its incidence is not general. 
Usually the loudest complaints have come from people the 
least justified in making them. Salaries are increasing, and library 
committees are often ruefully aware of the smallness of the salaries 
they pay. Experience of education committees and the salaries 
they dispense proves that such bodies would be not ungenerous 
had they the wherewithal to be generous. To say that because we 
are ill-paid we must disown our professional claims, and join a 
striking union, is to say something extremely dangerous and 
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distasteful. If the union we join (hypothetically) were to concentrate 
its attention upon the removal of the financial disabilities of 
libraries something might be said in favour of the step. Can, and 
will, it do so? 

There may be other sides to this important question, and no 
doubt the Editor of THE LipraARY WorRLD would give hospitality 
to any considered views upon them. The matter of salaries, and 
the cost of living, will not grow less acute in the years imme- 
diately ahead ; and any solution of the problems which we have 
looked at here briefly would deserve, and receive, the careful 
consideration of all wise librarians. 


A NOTE ON THE PRINCIPAL 
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL AUTHORITIES FOR THE 
GENERAL HISTORY AND TOPOGRAPHY 


OF FRANCE 
By R. A. PEDDIE. 


HE principal works relating to the old French Monarchy from 
the earliest period to 1789 will be found described in :— 

onop (G.). Bibliographie de I"histoire de France : Catalogue méthodique 

et chronologique des sources et des ouvrages relatifs 4 l'histoire de 

France depuis les origines jusqu’en 1789. Paris, 1888. 8vo. 

Contents—Auxiliary Sciences, Sources; Institutional, Local and 

Religious History ; History by Special Periods. 

This is a good introduction to the subject, but when more 
information is required the two bibliographies on a large scale must 
be referred to. The first, Le Long, although old, cannot be dis- 
pensed with asit contains a mass of titles which will not be found 
in other works. 

Le Lone (J.)._ Bibliothéque historique de la France contenant le catalogue 
des ouvrages, imprimés et manuscrits qui traitent de l’histoire de ce 
Royaume, ou qui y ont rapport. Nouvelle édition. 5 Vols. 

Paris, 1768-78. Fol. 

Contents—Vol. 1—4 p. 220. The classified catalogue. Vol 4, 

PP. 221536, Supplement (pp. 1—286 Appendix of Tables and Lists 
Memoirs and Prints). Vol. 5—Indexes of Subjects, Persons, Authors, 

Anonymous Works, and Lists of Manuscripts and Chronicles. 

It should be noted that Le Long includes MS. matter as well as 
printed books in his work. In 1855 was published the first volume 
of the special catalogue of the books on the history of France 

ssed by the National Library. This with its supplements and 
indexes now fills twenty volumes. 

BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE. Catalogue de l'histoire de France. 20 Vols. 

Paris, 1855-1909. 

Contents—I, General Works; Ethnography; Works relating to 
Several Reigns. History by reigns to Louis XIII. II. Louis XIV.— 
Louis XVI. III. 1792—1848. IV. 1848—1856 ; Journals and 
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Periodicals. V. Religious History VI. Constitutional History. VII. 

Constitutional history, continued; Administrative, diplomatic and 

military History, Manners and Customs. Archzology. VIII. Local 

History. IX. Local Assemblies; Genealogy; Biography, general, 

individual, A—L. X. Individual Biography, M—Z. Supplement to 

Vols. 1—2. XI. Supplement to Vols. 3—4, including the period 1857 

-—1875. XII. Supplement (Lithographed) to Vols. 8—o, pt.1. XIII. 

Supplement (Lithographed) to Vols. 9, pt. 2—10. Supplement (Litho- 

graphed) to Vol. 6—Vol. 7, pt 1; Constitutional history. Supplement 

(Lithographed) to Vol. 7 pt. 2, Military and naval history. Index of 

authors. Index of anonymous works: I. Names of persons /(Litho- 

gtaphed), 4 vols. 

From 1898 to 1903 an annual catalogue of books and periodical 
articles relating to modern French history (since 1500) was 
published. 

Britre (G.) and Caron (P.). Repertoire méthodique de l'histoire moderne 


et contemporaire de la France pour l'année 1898 (-1903). 
Paris, 1899-1905. 8vo. 


The sources of French history (chronicles, memoirs, inventories, 
&c.) are dealt with in two works which are invaluable to the student. 
The first deals with the collections of these documents which have 
been published in series, analyses them, and gives an index of 


authors and topics. 
Frankutw (A.). Les sources de l’histoire de France. Notices biblio- 
gtaphique et analytiques des inventaires et des 1ecucils de documents 


relatifs A histoire de France. Paris, 1877. 8vo. 

The other work is on a much more elaborate scale and is still in 
progress. 

MOLINIE® \A.) Les sources de l'histoire de France. Paris, 1901. 8vo. 


Forming Section IIT of the Manuals de Bibliographie Historique. 
this work is minutely classified, and under each section are given 
references to all the authorities in detail. 


Locat History. 
Reference must of course be made to Le Long and to the 
catalogue of the Bibliothéque Nationale (Vol. 8) for works on local 
history, but there is a special bibliography which although rather 


out of date now is still very useful. 
GIRAULT DE St. Farcgavu (A.). Bibliographie historique ct topographique 
de la France. Paris, 1845. 8vo. 


We learn with regret that Mr. WILLIAM FREDERICK 
Lawton has died at Hornsea, Yorks, at the comparatively 
early age of 58 years. The deceased gentleman has been chief 
librarian of the Hull Public Libraries since October, 1893. 
He was born at Leeds in 1861, and became an assistant in 
the public libraries of his native city in 1875, rising ultimately 
to the position of sub-librarian, which he held worthily for four 
years, 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


Dear CALLIMACHUS, ERATOSTHENES, AND ZENODOTUS, 

Mv famous critics of the Library Association and general 
contemners of all things not exactly to your mood, it is time that 
someone else intervened in your discussions. You are apt to 
become monotonous in your objurgations against the institutions 
that be, and monotony is one of the seven (or seventy) deadly 
faults which at times afflict librarianship. No doubt we are a 
set of dull dogs, and no doubt our Library Association reflects it— 
or reveals it by not reflecting-—for after all where there is reflection 
there must be preliminary brilliance, and as you have proven to 
your satisfaction that there is no brilliance in the L.A., there can 
be no reflected light—but (I pause for breath) I maintain that 
no society is, or should be, more vigorous than its members desire 
it to be. So the L.A. has the primary virtue of being just what 
librarians are—conservative, prudent, and quite content with 
the present. It is a much more comfortable doctrine than that of 
Eratosthenes, who shrieks hysterically for somebody to do some- 
thing—he doesn’t specify what—and to do it quickly. Meanwhile 
I suppose he contemplates piling all sorts of new activities upon us, 
which he calls war-work, and so reconstructs us that the scholar] 
repose which is ours by tradition is most inconveniently disturbed. 
“ A plague upon all pedants!”’ say I, in chorus with Shakespeare, 
who usually knew what.he was writing about. 


SENSE. 


Have we not enough todo as it is to win the War, and to keep 
alive meanwhile, without endeavouring to increase our library 
work ? Don’t you realize that our leisure is so seriously encroached 
upon by this and that emergency that as librarians we have enough 
to do to carry on at all? Some of us cannot even carry on. 
hear that the Poplar Libraries have all been closed temporarily 
in order that the staff and buildings may be employed in the 
production of ration cards. How would you three sapients deal 
with that? Moreover, municipal authorities have arrived in 
several places at the exquisite notion that the dispenser of food 
for the mind, the librarian, is, ipso facto, the best person to control 
the dispensing of food for the body. Mr. Doubleday, of Hampstead, 
Mr. Chennell, of Willesden, Mr. Rowlatt, of Poplar, and Mr. Preece, 
of Stoke Newington, are all in some important position in relation 
to the food control of their towns. From which beautiful truth 
I derive much satisfaction ; the authorities find we caa be useful 
sometimes. And I have delicate and delightful visions, which 
include a dream of the suave and forceful, but ever-courteous 
Mr. Doubleday, interviewing with persuasive urbanity a long queue 
of impatient housewives who are under the impression that he has 
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stacks on stacks of the margarine they covet stowed away in his 
office at the Library. Consider these things, and this picture, 
and then enquire if this is a time at which untried schemes should 
be followed. 

THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

I am quite content with the L.A. The librarians who form its 
Council are estimable men who, to quote Mr. Herbert Jones, ‘‘ have 
grown grey in the service of their profession,”’ and their opinions, 
and even their abstention for precipitate action, are entitled to 
respect. Why bother about the length of their discussions, their 
expenditure of tobacco smoke, and their waste of our money in 
holding their quarterly meetings ? (Don’t you recognize a likeness 
between this last phrase and the everlasting ‘‘ ratepayers’ money ” 
phrase with which municipal electioneers contaminate the atmos- 
phere ?). After all, with few exceptions these men have served 
the profession in their youth, ‘“‘ have grown grey” in it, and why 
should we begrudge our annual, and, usually, unpunctual guinea 
which permits them to meet around a social board, and expend 
their hours in golden and comfortable conversation? We are 
privileged to help them to such deserved comfort and cheer. I 
never coula understand grumbling at what are the traditional and 
natural courses of human nature. When will you learn a like 
philosophy ? 

AGE versus ENERGY. 

Really, Eratosthenes, to address you again directly, your 
remarks on the Camberwell appointment, while manifestiy absurd, 
advanced near to impertinence. You are over forty; I, indeed, 
am much over that age, and yet you have the effrontery to suggest 
that the requisite energy for controlling such a system oi libraries as 
that at Camberwell, and reorganizing it, if you like, cannot be found 
in a man over military age. If this is so for Camberwell, it was so 
for Islington, yet James Duff Brown was over military age when he 
commenced upon one of the finest public systems in London. 
Where is your argument now? You may have energy, but “ the 
years that bring the philosophic mind” bring also prudence, 
wisdom and carefulness which builds slowly but builds on sure 
foundation. Only youth is in a hurry; age goes deliberately. 
Think, Eratosthenes, upon all the implications of these things, and 
be wise, if you can. 

MONEY TROUBLES. 

Here is February, and with February the annual estimates. 
ln some towns the financial year does not end in March ; in most it 
does. I remember Brown in one of his characteristic papers 
remarked that if librarians had not been excellent business men 
their libraries would long ago have all been bankrupt so small 
were the means upon which they pursued their work. If that was 
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so more than ten years ago, how much truth there is in it now! 
A penny rate is the one thing in the world that does not increase 
in this war-time. Books cost about thirty to forty per cent. more 
than they did, stationery six hundred per cent. more, printing 
considerably more than normally ; in fact, everything costs more. 
I am especially struck with increases in salaries, by way generally of 
war bonuses, which, although not by any means commensurate 
with the high cost of living, make a very appreciable difference 
to the balance sheet. Corporations, moved by the necessities of 
the hour, are granting bonuses which average from eight to sixteen 
shillings weekly for the lower paid posts, and, occasionally, amount 
to ten per cent. of higher salaries. All this is to the good, if it can 
be done—in fact, it has to be done if our staffs are not to starve ; 
but while these increased salaries for officials of other departments 
are met by an increased rate demand, in the case of library staffs 
that have usually—and always where the penny rate limits exists— 
to be met out of the library rate. This means that in many cases 
of fairly large libraries considerably over half of the income goes 
in salaries. I know of one library whose salaries bill has leaped 
from {1,400 to {2,200. The result is a serious depletion of funds 
for every other department of library work. Repairs to buildings 
cannot be done, fittings and furniture must go, and above all 
book-buying and binding are drastically reduced. As a temporary 
measure these things need not be serious ; they have to be faced. 
It is the fear that these may be long-lasting conditions that haunts 
me. For the first time in their life some library assistants are 
getting what in peace times would be a reasonable recompense, 
and I am gratified to think that is so, but it is a sound maxim that 
to reduce the library service appreciably in order to increase salaries 
is to endanger the position of the recipients of those salaries. 
Sooner or later library authorities discover that they have not 
funds enough for the efficient maintenance of their work, and as 
the proper method—that of increasing the rate—is usually beyond 
their control, if, indeed, it is not beyond their desire, their ultimate 
resort is to reduce the staff in order to release the salaries so saved 
for other purposes. However sympathetic I may be towards my 
staff—and like you I have been a life-long advocate of the living 
wage—lI have to consider what the ultimate result of any particular 
expenditure promises to be. 


THE FUTURE, 


War bonuses are given because they are intended to have a 
temporary operation. But will they have? I am inclined to 
doubt it rather strongly. For some years at least after this war 
reaches its prayed-for end the cost of life will be as great, or nearly 
so, as now. Moreover workers will be accustomed to larger pay, 
and will have adjusted life to it in such a way that reductions will 
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be accomplished only with great difficulty. Added to which is 
the obvious fact that, with all the present increases, library workers 
are not more than adequately paid for the services they render 
even under peace conditions. There will be a tendency to maintain 
the present standard, I think. The penny rate will become more 
and more inadequate until it is absolutely impossible for libraries 
to continue upon it. The whole energies of the profession should 
be concentrated upon this point. . It is life or death for them. 


THE LOGICAL DEDUCTION, 


That is why, mine ancient friends, I view your continuous 
demand for increased activities with alarm. They mean more 
money, more staff, more accommodation—and you do not say 
whence these desirable commodities are to come. Let us do what 
we can with the means we have, and let us make it clear to librarians 
of little towns that commercial departments, complete technical 
libraries, &c., &c., are matters which ought to be left to the large 
municipalities. Otherwise I see breakers ahead. 

I hope this will bring all three of you to a chastened frame of 
mind ; but believe that I write in all sincerity and friendliness, and 
as one having a great admiration for the energy, wit and (some- 
times) wisdom with which you conduct your correspondence. 

KALLIKRATES (O.M., L.A.). 


{The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
the writers of ““ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.”’} 


NOTES BY A PROVINCIAL LIBRARIAN. 


The Atheneum was never exactly merry and bright, and it has 
been suspected of having its spiritual home in Pall Mall. The 
December number contains two pages of Adventures in Books, by 
Indicator. The revolution in Russia surprised me less than this. 
I could not for some time recall the familiar note, but on a second 
reading, particularly the two concluding paragraphs, it came back 
to me. I remember once being pleasantly beguiled into reading 
“ Man and His Needs,” by Captain, in the Wide World Magazine. 
Compare the two. 


By the way, is the List of New Books in The Atheneum in- 
tended primarily for librarians? If so, it would be rather difficult 
to build up a good library at all approaching the ideal set up at 
the last Conference if these lists were our only guides. Do the 
“Specialists appointed by the Library Association’’ seriously 
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recommend us to buy all those listed if possible, if not, those 
starred ? Just glance at the following (I cannot put my hand on 
the November issue at the time of writing) :— 
NUMBER OF ENTRIES IN List. 
Religion. Natural Science. Usefui Avts. 


September 2 4 
October .... 5 9 
December 5 5 
Three months .... —— 12 18 


Then take two entries from the December issue :— 
Horus (GERTRUDE). Jerusalem the Golden. S.P.C.K. 1917. 64 in. 
110 pp., il, 2s. 204 
In the fourteen chapters of this little book the author treats of the 
Holy Citv, the Wall, the Gates, the Streets, the Inhabitants, the Light, 
the Beatific Vision, and kindred topics. The six illustrations comprise 
a reproduction of Jan van Eyck’s “ Adoration of the Lamb,” and views 
of the Golden Gate and the Well of Jerusalem, St. Stephen’s Gate, the 
Wailing Place of the Jews, the creation Window at St. Neot's, Cornwall. 
and Patmos. 
Postcate (Isa J.). From God's Furrow: Flowers Gathered in War Time. 
A. H. Stockwell. 1917. 74 im., 30 pp. paper. 244 
Fourteen very brief sketches, each dealing with a familiar flower. 
such as the daisy, violet, speedwell, and love-lies-bleeding, from which 
a moral or religious lesson is deduced. 


This is not the place to discuss religion or the organized church, 
but it seems to the writer that the space given to religion compared 
with that given to books dealing with natural science and useful 
— is one of the saddest misdirections of L.A. energy and material 

own. 


I was rather surprised to find no notice taken of Sapper 
Chambers’ letter in the Municipal Journal. Perhaps it was a 
delicate matter to touch, for it is difficult to avoid any reference to 
librarians of military age who have not volunteered and who 
perhaps for very good reason have received exemption whilst others 
with apparently the same claim have been compelled to join up. 
Certainly no appointment should have been made open to any 
municipal official eligible for service after August, 1914. That, 
however, does not mean that the library service of an important 
borough should suffer if it is possible to secure a competent man, 
and it would be a bad day for British Public Libraries if we had to 
confess there was not likely to be several strong candidates over 40 
with sufficient driving power and force of character to bring order 
into chaotic Camberwell. 


Perhaps the Government proposal to house the Air Minister 
in the British Museum is the last straw. To me the proposal to 
use Westminster Abbey for miniature rifle ranges for boy scouts, 


or to add to St. Paul’s some of the attractions of Coney Island for 
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the American soldiers would hardly seem a worse outrage. It may, 
however,.do some good by drawing public attention to the arbitrary 
attitude of the War Office to education as represented by Public 
Libraries. Some libraries, especially in London, have been treated 
with less respect than billiard saloons, whilst chapels and churches 
in the neighbourhood, many very little used, have escaped. 


NOTES. 

We regret to learn of the death of Mr. J. W. Hayuurst, 
Borough Librarian of Clitheroe, whose service in his library as 
assistant and librarian covered thirty-five years. He was promoted 
from assistant to librarian in 1898. 

RuGsy.—Mr. James William Kenning, who has been Secretary 
and Librarian of the Rugby Public Library since its establishment 
in 1890, has resigned owing to impaired hearing and failing health. 
He was 76 years of age on the 2nd inst., and is succeeded by the 
Sub-Librarian, Mr. R. Fenley. 


REVIEWS. 


REPORTS. 
Port Lrprary. Sixty-Eighth Annual Report, 

1916. 

Librarian and Secretary: Frep. W. Cooper. Income, {£2,598—from 
subscriptions {1,154, rents £933, Government grant £300, municipal grant 
f100. Expenditure: Books, periodicals and binding £656; salaries and 
—— £1,173; rates {195. Stock: 45,851 (not differentiated). Issues: 

7-394. 

The number of subscribers has increased and is a record, being 1,153 ; and 
the issues show an increase of 48,914. No record is kept of the use of the 
reference 1ibrary. The librarian remarks that ‘‘ owing to the poor quality 
of the paper now used a large number of books will not stand binding.” 
Four numbers of a bulletin have been issued, and hereafter it will appear 
half-yearly. Sympathetic reference is made to the death in action in France 
of the sub-librarian, Lance-Corpl. A. D. Carlisle, and of Lt. B. Wallis. To 
these and to Mr. A. R. Anderson, the former sub-librarian,who fell in South- 
West Africa, a remorial has been erected in the vestibule of the library. The 
committee pays deserved tribute to the administration of the librarian 
and staff. 

WoRKINGTON (BoRouGH). Report of the Public Library Committee 

November 1, 1916—Octobey 31, 1917. 

Librarian: J. W. Cummincs Purves. Population, 25,099. Income, 
£834—from rate 4395 ; from Education Committee, {30 ; from hire of lecture 
hali, £834. Expenditure: Books, periodicals and binding, £106; salaries 
and wages, {283 ; rates and taxes, 65. ‘A balance of {63 is shown. Stock: 
Lending, 11,672; juvenile, 3,072; reference, 3,528. Issues: Tending. 
53,862 ; juvenile 14,169; reference-—no statistics kept. 
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There is a decrease of 2,456 on the total issues—no great matter. The 
library has benefited by the activities of a Book Club; and the letting of the 
lecture hail has made a substantial addition to the income. The balance is 
justified thus :—'' War conditions have prevented the replacement and re- 
binding of books through the lack of materials and staff on the part of con- 
tractors, and the supply of new books has also been limited to a great extent.” 
Workington is one of the “ Jonely”” libraries of England ; and in that im- 

rtant but rather remote town with its great industiies and few public 
uildings or activities, it is a factor of the greatest value. 


GENERAL BOOKS. 


AsHpown, A. MILLICENT. A Complete System of Nursing. With 

numerous Illus. and Diagrams. Demy 8vo., pp. xv., 746. 

J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd. 1917. Ios. 6d. net. 

The aim of the work is to place before nurses a short account of the 
various diseases, their symptoms, their chief points of distinction, possible 
complications, methods ot treatment to be given by the physician and in 
shorc, a succinct, careful and practical account of nursing dutics, and advice 
in emergencies. The work is based on an older book edited by the late Miss 
Honor Morten, but has been pyacticaily re-written, contains much new 
material, and has been illustrated with useful diagrams. It cannot fail to 
prove of great value for the purpose for which it is intended. 


BARTLET, J. VERNON, M.A., D.D., and CARLyLe, A. J., M.A., 
D.Litt. Christianity in History : A Study of Religious Develop- 
ment. 8vo., pp. xlx., 613. Macmillan & Co., Ltd. 1917. 


12s. net. 

The writers ot this book have been bold men to have made the attempt 
within the limits of any one volume to cover the birth and the growth oi 
Christianity through all the ages. If the attempt has not been entirely 
successful owing to the necessity for compression, on the other hand, the book 
is very tar trom being a failure. Divided into five parts, the authors deal with, 
“ The Beginnings,’ ‘‘ Ancient Christianity,” ‘* The Middle Ages,” ‘ The 
Great Transition,”’ and ‘‘ The Modern Period.” With a care and a concise- 
ness which is most praiseworthy, and which renders the book eminently 
readable, they remind us of the salient points in the history of Christianity 
during ail these periods. They recognise, to use their own words, that, 
“the experience of the world is our own experience, and the wise man builds 
the palace of the present on the foundations of the past.” Not the least 
interesting chapter is the last, where discussing the present situation they 
have visions of a new worid where new ecclesiastical values will obtain, 
based on the growing mutual sympathy between all Christian denominations 
which has been so marked a characteristic of the war and of the years imme- 
diately preceding it. The general tone of the book is judicial and imp ariial, 
and it will provide not only a useful text book for the student, but an in- 
teresting and instructive study for the general reader. 


Brassey, Earl, G.C.B., D.C.L. The ‘‘ Sunbeam,” R.Y.S. Voyages 
and Experiences in Many Waters. Naval Reserves and other 
Maiters. 50 lilus. Demy 8vo., pp. xvi., 449. John Murray. 
IgI7. 2Is. net. 

In every voyage he has undertaken Lord Brassey has endeavoured to 
combine the pleasure of yachting with efforts to promote the public advance- 
ment. These recoids cover a long period of years and deal with the history 
of the Sunbeam, the yacht already made famous in Lady Brassey’s ‘‘ Voyage 
Round the World,”’ upon which the present volume in no way entrenches. Of 
the Mediterranean and .\ustralian waters, the West Indies, or South America, 
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Lord Brassey writes interestingly and with keen insight. One chapter is 

devoted to a cruise with Gladstone, whilst Tennyson was another eminent 

visitoron board. Pages that will throw sidelights on many phases of yachting 
in every quarter of the globe. 

BurkitTT, Rev. H. J., M.A. The History of the Queen's (Royal West 
Surrey Regiment). 7 lUllus. Cr. 8vo., pp. 96. A. C. Curtis 
and Co., Ltd., Guildford. 1917. 3s. net. 

This volume is based on a lantern lecture, and deals fully with the 
origin and history of the regiment. The literary form and the format of the 
book were determined by its origin and ultimate destination as a handbook 
for distribution among recruits and their friends. The text, owing to its 
paragraphic form, is somewhat disconnected, but no doubt the facts are all 
there. 

CROSLAND, T. W. H. The English Sonnet. Demy 8vo., pp. 270. 
Martin Secker. Ig17. Ios. 6d. net. 

“Blank verse worth talking about amounts simply to a succession 
of high poetic flights on the decasyllable. all making for nothing but 
sublimity. Poetry in decasyllabic stanza is either a succession of high 
lights, or an attempted long high flight, on rhymed verse instead of blank ; 
the mark being still the same. And we say that the sonnet is neither more or 
less than a swift high flight at the identical mark. and on rhymed decasyllabies 
instead of blank,” is Mr. Crosland’s definition in his fascinating critical 
study which everyone interested in poetical forms—and who is not ?—should 
certainly make his own. Not only does he draw up twenty-one important 
rules, being ‘‘ a complete canon of the modern English sonnet,”* but he gives 
examples of ten of the most famous sonneteers with his reasons for their 
success or failure, as may be. The reference to contemporary sonnets is so 
short that we note with pleasure they are to be dealt with in a future volume. 
This is a book to which we could devote a large amount of space if we had it 
at our disposal. 

Coutton,G.G. The Case for Compulsory Military Service. Demy 
8vo., pp. x., 378. Macmillan & Co., Ltd. 1917. 7s. 6d. net. 
An attempt to discuss the question of compulsory military service on 

the firm ground of historical and political facts. The author endeavours to 
prove that history shows us the principle of compulsory service for home 
defence as an integral factor in democratic freedom. ‘* Freedom,” he says, “‘can 
only be founded upon sane discipline.” A dissertation on the subject well 
worth studying. 

Dopp, Francis. Admirals of the British Navy. Portraits in 
Colours. 4to., pp. 50. Published for the Government from 


the Offices of ‘‘ Country Life,’’ Ltd. 1917. 5s. net. 

Satisfactory as these portraits no doubt are from the point of view of 
artistic merit and personal likeness, they err on the side of a lack of virility 
and robustness which is usually a feature of our clean-limbed, sturdy naval 
officers. Apart from this we have no fault to find with the publication 
which has an adequate introduction from the pen of Mr. E. V. Lucas. 
Durvy, J. Victor. A Short History of France. Cr. 8vo. Vol. L., 

pp. xix., 528. Vol. IL., pp. viii., 569. J. M. Dent & Sons, 

Ltd. 1917. 1s. 6d. net per volume. 

These two volumes of ‘‘ Everyman's Library ” contain a new translation 
of Duruy’s well-known history of France. The work has been adequately 
done by Lucy Menzies and L. Cecil Jane. Duruy wrote the final sentences 
of his history in 1871 in the midst of the upheaval and chaos consequent 
on the war, but a fifty-page appendix outlines the subsequent history up to 
I9T4. 
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Empey, ARTHUR Guy, Machine Gunner. From the Fire a4 The 
Experiences of an American Soldier in the British Army. 
Together with Tommy’s Dictionary of the Trenches. Cr. 8vo., 

. 256. G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 1917. 5s. net. 

An enormous edition of this work has been sold in America under the 
title of ‘‘ Over the Top,”’ and English people will much welcome the chance of 
reading it. It is good news to hear that whilst to the average American the 
Englishman has sometimes appeared distant, reserved, a slow thinker, and 
lacking in humour, a change has come about from close association in the 
field and to Sammy, Tommy Atkins has proved himself to be the best of 
mates, a pal, and a man with a just cause, who bubbles over with a sense of 
humour. Much of the fun is wrapped up in Tommy's Dictionary of pet 
terms and slangy definitions. 


FIENNES,GERARD. Seca Power and Freedom. 18Illus. Demy 8vo. 

pp. ix., 324. Skeffington & Son, Ltd. 1917. tos. 6d. net. 

An interesting subject is here well handled. The author leads the 
reader up from the days of the Phcenicians, who were all-powerful on the sea 
in the Ancient World, to the making of England, Venice triumphant on the 
Mediterranean in the Middle Ages, the story of the Armada which gave the 
mastery into British hands, through the Napoleonic era, in which sea-power 
saved Europe, to the great struggle of to-day in which sea power saves 
England ; one definition of sea power being ‘‘ the power to deny the use of the 
Sea to the enemy in time of war.” 


HOLLAND, BERNARD, C.B. The Lancashire Hollands. 15 Illus., 
t Map., 15 Pedigree Tables. Demy 8vo., pp. xvi., 357. John 
Murray. 1917. 18s net. 

The Hollands, an important family of Lancashire origin, played an active 
part in a chivalrous period of English history, figured among the founders of 
the Order of the Garter, allied themselves with royalty, and gave scions to 
the peerage. Between the reigns of Edward II. and Edward IV. many died 
violent deaths as befitted a fighting family in days when politics was a game 
played with human lives for stakes. A good round dozen branches of the 
family are here given with adequate genealogical trees. The authorities are 
quoted in an appendix, and there is a full index. 


Hopson, J.A. Democracy after the War. Cr. 8vo., pp. 215. George 

Allen & Unwin, Ltd. 1917. 4s. 6d. net 

Mr. Hobson's work is divided into two parts, the Enemy of Democracy 
and the Defence of Democracy, and his intention is to set forth the nature of 
the struggle after the war for the achievement of political and industrial 
democracy. Warfare, by its nature, encroaches on the liberty of the indi- 
vidual. ‘‘ In war, not only does the State become absolute in its relations 
towards the individual, but militarism becomes absolute within the State.” 
The author proceeds to give a brief recital of the various intrusions on personal 
liberty. ‘‘ Legislation,”’ he says, ‘‘has made heavy inroads upon our ordinary 
liberties of speech, meeting and Press, of travel, trade, occupation and 
investment. The State restricts and regulates our use of food and drink, 
lets down our services of public health and education, remits the wholesome 
Safeguards of our Factory Acts, and removes the constitutional guarantees 
of liberty. Military and civil authorities may, and do, arrest, deport and 
imprison men and women without formulating charges or bringing them to 
trial. The security of habeas corpus and of trial by jury in an open court, in 
accordance with the rules of law, has been abrogated for whole classes of 
offenders, and in many instances the onus of proving innocence has been 
thrown on the arrested person. Domiciliary visits of the police, the opening of 
private correspondence, and the use of agents provocateurs have passed from 
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Russia to Britain. The principle and practice of voluntary military service, 
hitherto distinguishing our free army from the forced armies of the Continent, 
have been abolished, and the press-gang system fastened on all male citizens 
of military age. The limited powers of industrial compulsion contained 
within the Munitions and Military Service Acts are liable at any time to be 
extended into a full measure of industrial conscription."”” The purpose of the 
book is to show means by which such forces, hostile to democracy and the 
liberty of the subject, can be combated and overcome when the right time 
arrives. 
Jacks, LAWRENCE PEARSALL, M.A., Hon. LL.D., and D.D. Life 
and Letters of Stopford Brooke. Intwo Vols. 6 Illus. each. 
Cr. 8vo., pp."ix., 350 (Vol. I.), vi., 351-718 (Vol. II.). John 
Murray. I917. 15s. net. 

The author has written a sympathetic and careful biography of his 
father-in-law, the Rev. Stopford Augustus Brooke, who was born in Ireland 
in 1832. The early life is taken from a diary kept by Mrs. Richard Brooke, 
between the years 1837 and 1847, and to the affection and influence of this 
gentle, refined lady much of the success of her son’s career throughout his 
life is undoubtedly due. The subject of this biography played a part in the 
religious, literary and artistic life of the Victorian and post-Victorian periods. 
He was in touch with Tennyson, Ruskin, Matthew Arnold, Burne Jones, 
Holman Hunt, William Morris, the Howards, and many other interesting 
personalities. Best known among his works are “ The History of English 
Literature,”” and his work on Milton ; a volume he contemplated writing on 
Keats he abandoned, and a Literary Primer of the Bible was never completed. 
He described the task he had set himself as “ trying to catch a penknife with a 
hundred blades, all of them open.’* As regards his theological development, 
his biographer describes it as “‘ the story of a powerful personality passing on 
to fuller and freer forms of self-expression.”’ His letters to his children if 
published in full would present a history of the last half of his life, and reveal 
his friendships and varying phases of his clerical and literary work. Of his 
diaries his biographer writes, ‘‘ Some passages are so carefully thought out 
and written as to suggest that they were intended for publication. But this is 
not borne out by the entries as a whole. Some are concerned with matters 
which are of no interest to the world at large, or only to that portion of the 
world which has an appetite for knowledge of other people’s business. By 
far the largest portion is occupied with the description of natural scenery, 
with the impressions of Nature, as they came to Brooke in his constant travels. 
These are of great value, and reveal an astonishing versatility of descriptive 

wer, always fresh, individual and distinct. There are comments on the 

ks he was reading, and on the passing events of public life ; criticisms of 
pictures and plays ; estimates of prominent politicians, and many poignant 
characterizations of the men and women he met in daily life, evidently not 
intended for the public. Trivial matters of personal or domestic interest 
are freely recorded, though never in a manner that is commonplace.” 

Although there is nothing arresting in the personality of the subject of 
these volumes, they will be welcomed by many who enjoy reading the records 
of a quiet and purposeful life. 


Jounston, J., M.D., and WALLACE, J. W. Visits to Walt Whitman 
in 1890-1891. 2o0Illus. Cr. 8vo., pp. 279. George Allen and 
Unwin, Ltd. 1917. 6s. net. 

A very interesting account of the last years of an outstanding figure taken 
fror correspondence and diaries. Much of the matter contained in the 
volume was originally written with no idea of publication, but being circu- 
lated amongst friends, was so deservedly in demand, that issue in book form 
was a natual sequence. There isa fine pen-portrait of Whitman, from which 
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the following extract deserves to be quoted : ‘‘ He responded cordially to all 
genuine affection, and it pleased him to note any true appreciation of his 
work. But he loved truth too much to wish his friends or readers to be under 
any illusions about him, or to imagine him better or greater than he actually 
was. This trait appeared again and again in his conversation and letters, as 
it does in his hook. He recoiled from everything which seemed to ignore 
his essential unity with all his tellows, and his participation in their mortal 
limitations and short-comings. He regarded his proudest distinction as 
amounting to no more than a fuller realization in himself, and the expression 
in his book, of things which are latent in every human soul, constituting its 
true nature and only awaiting recognition and unfoldment. He was con- 
scious of failure to fully achieve his own aims and he looked to future bards 
to carry his work to further heights.” 


KELLY, Rev. ALFRED DAVENPORT, M.A. Values of the Christian 
Life. Demy 8vo., pp. xix., 283. S.P.C.K. 1917. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

We have in this book an attempt to present in a logical form the problems 
of and the truths concerning the Christian life. Mr. Kelly stimulates our 
interest throughout, if he does not always command our assent. One of the 
most arresting chapters discusses ‘‘ self-perfection,” aud the author deals 
faithfully with the ‘‘ popular religious literature” in which self-perfection 
is made so often the supreme object of human devotion. This form of 
selfishness, which makes one’s own perfection the chief aim, is pitilessly 
dissected, and Mr. Kelly, quoting the well-known parody on Tennyson, 
agrees that :— 

“ Self-reverence, self knowledge, self control, 
These three alone make man the perfect prig.” 

He proceeds to show that while it may be right to aim at sel!-perfection, we 
are to beware of treating ourselves as isolated individuals lost in the proud 
contemplation of our progressive virtues. To quote him again :—'‘God 
does not exist for the pertecting of our characters ; but because He exists 
and is what He is, therefore our characters need perfecting to be in con- 
formity with Him.” A short preface by the Rev. William Temple adds 
interest to a well-written and thoughtful book. 


Masters of Modern Art. AuGustus JoHN. Text by CHARLES 

Marriott. Issued by ‘Colour Magazine.’’ 4to. pp. 7, 

X plates. “Colour,” Ltd. 1917. 5s. net. 

We must again congratulate the publishers, Messrs. ‘‘ Colour,”’ Ltd., for 
one of whose recent publications we had nothing but praise, on producinga 
charming art book. The work of Mr. Augustus John, with his wonderful 
sense of colour, values and arrangement, lends itself exceptionally happily to 
reproduction of this character. The remarks by Mr. Charles Marriott, too, 
are helpful and to the point. The production is in every way a fine one. 


MATHEWS, WERNER. Adolescence: Being Selections from Occasional 
Poems and Meditations Illustrating that of the Author. Cr. 8vo., 
pp. 240. Fabb & Tyler, Ltd., Cambridge. 1917. 5s. 

Much thought and effort to give thought expression have gone to the 
making of this book, which was in the press before the outbreak of the war, 
and which will probably not find its level until peace is declared. The forms 
of expression are varied: sonnets, lyrics, prose, epigram, and drama, making 
up this volume. Often the thought is abstruse and hampered by lack of 
simplicity of language ; sometimes it is vapid, occasionaliy trenchant, and, 
in the face of the clumsy sub-title, we realise that the author has here put on 
record the immature outpourings of his adolescence. 
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MaRTIN, M. JEAN, a French Sergeant-Major. Captivity and Escape. 
Translated by Miss V. A. RANDELL. With Illus. Cr. 8vo., 
pp. xiii, 180. John Murray. 1917. 5s. net. 


An interesting account of every-day experiences of a French prisoner 
in a German camp, throwing many sidelights on the treatment, good and 
otherwise, of the captives. M. Martin, who tells his own story, gives us a 
thrilling account of his escape, which was carried out by sheer pluck and 
perseverance. The book contains many clever little line drawings. 


McFaDYEN, JoHN EpGar, D.D. The Wisdom Books (Job, Proverbs 
and Ecclesiastes), also Lamentations and the Song of Songs in 
Modern Speech and Rhythmical Form. Cr. 8vo., pp. 288. 
James Clarke. 1917. 4s. 6d. net. 

In recent years many attempts have been made by individuals to translate 
ions of the Scriptures into modern phraseology. It is of course possible 

the individual to succeed where a company of revisers, owing to temerity, 

or a desire for compromise, may hopelessly fail. If anyone could succeed in 
overcoming the natural reluctance of the average man to accept any substi- 
tute for the accustomed and stately periods of the Authorised Version, it 
would be a man of the sound scholarship and sane discretion of Dr. McFadyen. 

He would probably admit. however, that this volume and its companion, 

“ The Psalms in Modern Speech,” are merely useful aids to the better under- 

standing of the ordinary version. With this limitation, we can unreservedly 

— the volume under review. The marvellous range and vaiiety of the 

ebrew poetry of the Old Testament are brought out with striking force. 

Particularly, its adaptability for all times and all ages. For example, how 

often, echoing and re-echoing down the galleries of time, has the cry of 

Ecclesiastes gone forth from countless wearied souls :—- 

“ Allis vanity. 
What gain hath a man if all his toil 
Whereat he toileth under the Sun 
All things are full of weariness, 
Of weariness unutterable. 
With all that it sees hath the eyes no rest, 
And with all that it hears is the ear unfilled.” 

Concise and useful notes form an addendum to the book, and it is only to 

be regretted that the size of the pages was not enlarged to permit of these 

a in closer conjunction to the passages they were designed to 

ci 


PaxTON, SYDNEY. Stage See-Saws, or the Ups and Downs of an 
Actor's Life. 12 Illus. Demy 8vo., pp. viii., 243. Mills and 
Boon, Ltd. 1917. 6s. net. 

Mr. Sydney Paxton has given us a delightfully familiar volume of per- 
sonal recollections, and many glimpses into the ups and downs of even the 
successful actor’s life. His experiences led him into thecompany of man 
famous people, and side lights are thrown on Toole, Penley, Weedon Grossmi 
Cyril Maude, the late Sir Herbert Tree, Laurence Irving, Martin Harvey, the 
members of the Compton Comedy Company, the charming and mysterious 
entertainers, the Zancigs. Every page of the book is entertaining to theatre- 
lovers. Here is a good story of Penley getting into a North Express at Euston, 

“where two officers had already taken their seats, and piled up their traps 
in the two places — them, thus taking up the four corners. Little 

Penley said nothing. but stood up! On leaving Willesden, conscience seemed 

to strike the two soldier men, and they began to clear the corner. ‘‘ Please 

don’t disturb yourselves,” said Penley “ I’m getting out at Glasgow !!!"" 


216 THE LIBRARY WORLD. 


PowELL, E. ALEXANDER. With the Italians and the Allies in the 
West. 31 Illus. Cr. 8vo., pp. xv., 239. William Heinemann. 
IQI7. 5s. net. 

There are two drawbacks to Mr. Powell’s book, which is written by an 
American for Americans. One is that his remarks have been so heavil 
censored as to give the effect in places of disconnected paragraphs, the secon 
that he commences with a splendid account of what the Italians have done, 
but concludes without a word as to what they have not done, unless this 

rtion has been deleted trom the censored pages at the end. The material 
ay evidently gathered at first-hand, and covers ground which has not been 
dealt with so often as some of the war areas, therefore it commands attention. 

The preparations for the protection of Venice on pages 11-22 are especially 

apposite to-day. 

Pootey, A.M. Japan at the Cross Roads. Demy 8vo., pp. 362. 
George Allen & Unwin. 1917. Ios. 6d. net. 

Mr. Pooley promises us another volume dealing with the wider aspect of 
conditions in Japan, and in the pages under review which were intended for 
inclusion in a more comprehensive work, he has segregated information 
delineating the real state of affairs in the country with which he deals, chiefly 
concerning politics, finance, industry, commerce, social conditions and 
religion. ‘‘ Great as Japan’s successes have been,” he says, ‘ though not so 
great as she would have the world believe, she has now to decide whether she 
will be a nation of promise or one of achievement. The reward of the latter 
is eternal fame, of the other a page or two in history as a ‘ has been’ or 
* might-have-been.” 

“ Dreadnoughts, machine-guns, gold currency and braid, electric railways 
and imported tailorings are at best only accessories. Poverty, morality, 
and crime, and the conditions of the subject races are the true barometers of 
national welfare. In Japan the prisons are chronically overcrowded, the 
taxes overwhelmingly heavy, and the death-rate unduly high.” 

On politics, trade and social conditions, the author appears to be well 
informed, but the chapter on religion is inadequate, and a book of this chatac- 
ter calls for an index. 


SABATINI, RAFAEL. The Historical Nights’ Entertainment. Large 

Cr. 8vo., pp. 342. Martin Secker. 1917. 6s. net. 

Mr. Rafael Sabatini has done his work exceedingly well. The exciting 
historical episodes of which he treats, live before us in crisp, terse and tense 
—. Old favourites such as the murder of Rizzio, the story of St. 

holomew, and of Marie Antoinette’s Necklace, appear in the company 
of less popular but no less stirring incidents such as the escape of Cazanova 
and the story of Sapphira Danvelt. All of them make excellent reading, 
but why is not Amy Robsart’s picture in the gallery ? 


SELFRIDGE, H. Gorpon. The Romance of Commerce. Illus. 
Demy 8vo., pp. xviii., 422. John Lane. 1917. ros. 6d. net. 


A wealth of material, both literary and illustrative, goes to the making up 
of this interesting history of trade, and the author is to be congratulat 
the wide field of facts from which he has gleaned his information. The work 
is dedicated to those who look upon work as glorious and to be sought, to the 
merchants and men of commerce throughout the entire world, and truly this 
record of financial greatness of Venice in the full bloom of her glory, of the 
Pheenicians in their productive love of adventure, of the wonderful trade 
organisation of the Hansa towns, and the world-famous banking families, 
the Medici, the Fuggers, the de la Poles, and many others, is heartily — 
to others to “‘ go and do likewise.” ‘‘ Trade with its broader, safer 
to financial success is coming into its own,” says the author, ‘‘ It is not clever 
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to be too‘ shrewd.’ It is not good to get the better of another by hook or 
crook, by deception or falsehood. It is not only possible to be honest in 
business, but it is the height of unwisdom to be other than honest. Exaggerated 
statements of any kind are dangerous, and no people are easier to compete 
inst than those who use exaggeration. The world is not made up of fools, 
but of extremely worldly-wise people who recognize a knave with little 
difficulty. The trick is no longer the object of applause but of condemnation, 
and a trickster soon finds himself very much alone in business. It is wise to 
be very liberal with the public, and to give something which could be charged 
for is no longer a business error but quite the reverse. It is desperately silly 
to hold wages down to the breaking point ; for there is much more to the 
employé than two arms and legs. There is the spirit of enthusiasm and 
earnestness and ‘I will,’ which means more to the employer than ten pairs 
of arms and legs.” . . . ‘“‘ The newer philosophy of trade has 
evolved and accepted by the leading men of business the world over. It 
has become their commercial Bible. They know that it brings the greatest 
success, but they know much more ; they know it is putting, and in many 
communities has put, Commerce as a life work again into that splendid 
dignified position which it rightly held under the merchant adventurers in 
the days of Queen Elizabeth.” An excellent work by one who well knows 
his subject. 
Sims, Geo. R. Glances Back. Cr. 8vo., pp. 254. Jarrolds, Ltd. 

Ig17. 55s. net. 

Mr. George R. Sims’s volume of recollections is full of good things, even 
though a pathetic note runs through it implying that the good is of the past 
and is separated by a great gulf from the terrible state of affairs to-day. 
But for a short time anyway it lies within the power of the reader of this 
volume to revel in the days of yore with a hundred attractive personalities in as 
many bright and interesting settings sketched for us by the great journalist’s pen. 


Some Hawarden Letters, 1878-1913. Written to Mrs. Drew. Chosen 
and Arranged by LisLE MARCH-PHILLIPPS and BERTRAM 
CHRISTIAN. glllus. Demy 8vo., pp. xvi., 366. Nisbet & Co., 
Ltd. 1917. 15s. net. 

A volume of personal letters to Gladstone’s daughter from famous 
people, among them Ruskin, Burne Jones, Browning, Groves, and many 
others. There is not much in the volume of political importance, but charming 
sidelights are thrown upon friendships of the first named celebrities with Mrs. 
Drew before her marriage. 


The Church in the Furnace. Essays by Seventeen Temporary 
Church of England Chaplains on Active Service in France and 
Flanders. Edited by F. B. Macnutt, Senior Chaplain to the 
Forces, Canon of Southwark. Cr. 8vo., pp. xxi., 454. Mac- 
millan & Co., Ltd. 1917. 5s. net. 

The problems that confront the Christian Church at the conclusion of this 
war are more or less obvious. Their solution can only be helped and facili- 
tated if her ministers, whether Anglican or otherwise, approach their con- 
sideration in the spirit of frankness and fearlessness which characterises 
the essays in this volume. The writers have lived in a world of grim reality. 
They have been brought face to face with the deep things of life and of death. 
In many cases the veil of ordinary petty conventions and smug clericalism 
have been torn asunde., and from the depth of an awakened and enlightened 
experience they send forth a strident message to the Christian public at home. 
Various subjects are discussed. Among others :—" Faith in the light of 
war,” ‘The moral ——— of war,” “ The training of the Clergy,” 
“ Worship,” ‘ The Soldier’s Religion,” and ‘ Fellowship in the Church,” 
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Although written by seventeen different hands, there is a striking unani- 
mity, either expressed or implied, on two points, first that the war has createda 
real awakening of the moral if not the religious spirit among our young men 
who are engaged in it, and secondly, that if this spirit is to be fostered and 
strengthened when the men return, the united help of ail the Christian forces 
of the nation must be secured and the harmony of co-operation which has 
glorified the work upon the battle field, must be used to provide an all powerful 
and enduring instrument with which, when peace smiles upon a distracted 
world, may be laid the foundations of a truly catholic church for all the 
English speaking peoples of the world. 


THE YEAR 1917 ILLUSTRATED. A Record of Notable Achievements 
and Events. Royal 8vo., pp. 288. Headley Bros., Ltd. 1917. 


5s. net. 

This is the ninth annual volume of The Year Iilustrated, and it contains a 
number of striking events and illustrations. There is an introductory resumé 
of the past three years, important articles on the entry of America into the 
war, the Russian Revolution, the submarine campaign, air-raids by day and 
night, and many other pertinent subjects. The subjects do not sound 
humorous in themselves, but the saving grace of humour has been bestowed 
upon many of our artists, and in this volume they make good use of it. In 
its way, an excellent production. 

Wrsser-ey, T., N.D.A., N.D.D. (of Queen’s University, Dublin). 
Farming on Factory Lines : Continuous Cropping for the large 
Farmer. 8 full-page and other illus. Cr. 8vo., pp. oe. 
C. Arthur Pearson, Ltd. 1017. 2s. 6d. net. 

A useful handbook for the large farmer by one well-equipped with an 
agricultural education, whose endeavour to reconcile agriculture science with 
practical working should be of benefit at the present juncture in England. 
Continuous cropping may be described, he says, as a practical application to 
agriculture of such sciences as metereology, chemistry physics, and economics, 
and strange as it appears, there is, he asserts, a close connection between 
psychology and continuous cropping. This system: opens up possibilities 
of making agriculture what it should be— an industry in which the brainiest 
of our popwiation mght well find room for the exercise of their mental activi- 
ties. It makes farming interesting and enjoyable, and to do that is to make 
it profitable. The problems of labour, climate, tillage, rotation of crops, 
and teeding, among others, are dealt with in a highly practical manner. 
WHIBLEY, CHARLES. Political Portraits. Cr. 8vo., pp. 327. 

Macmillan & Co., Ltd. 1917. 7s. 6d. net. 

Here we have a gallery of cameo portraits of politicians in former ages 
as well as the present day. Mr. Whibley appears to give a very wide inter- 

tation to the word political, and his somewhat dry and narrow outlook 
imits his portraits to works of art, fine paintings that somehow lack life and 
humanity. His style, however, is invariably polished with a high degree of 
skill and from the literary point of view leaves little if anything to be desired. 

The essays on Napoleon, Frederick the Great, ‘“‘ The crowned philosopher,” 

Shakespeare as a Tory and Talleyrand are especially illuminating, if only 

because they take a view of their subjects which is not ordinary. The 

sketches are all short, and many could bear extension with advantage. 


FICTION. 


Bei, J. J. All Ages. Cr. 8vo., pp. vii., 312. Mills & Boon, Ltd. 


1917. 6s. net. 
Entertaining short stories in a vein new to the author of “ Wee 


Macgreegor.”’ 
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CLousTon, J. STORER. The Spy in Black. Cr. 8vo., pp. vi., 341. 

William Blackwood & Sons. 1917. §s. net. . 

A clever little spy story told on entirely new lines, with an ingenious 

which is carefully worked out with a view to mystifying the reader to 
the end. Mr. Storer Clouston has done nothing better since his “ Lunatic at 
Large.” 
Connor, RALPH. The Major. Cr. 8vo., pp. 350. Hodder and 

Stoughton. 1917. 6s. net. 

Mr. Gwynne was no*. a business man and Mrs. Gwynne had a remarkable 
struggle to bring up and educate their children. A transportation from 
Eastern Canada to the West gives the author a splendid opportunity of 
writing of the outdoor life of the country he has made his own, and of drawing 
a picture of it as it was before the war, with certain German influences indicated 
aud patriotic feelings shown at the actual outbreak. There is a strong love 
interest, and in every way the novel is worthy of Mr. Ralph Connor’s splendid 
reputation. 


CRESWICK, PauL. Our Little Kingdom. Cr. 8vo., pp. 352. Duck- 


worth &Co. 1917. 6s. net. 

A well-told story made of simple ingredients, with plenty of home life 
described in careful detail, and a sympathetic love-interest between the hero 
and the picturesque daughter of a wastrel antiquarian bookseller. We like 
Mr. Creswick’s work. 


Crisp, WALTER E. World Without End. Coloured Frontis. Cr. 
8vo., pp. ix., 746. J. M. Ouseley & Son. 1917. 6s. net. 

A long and striking novel which has as its theme the theory of reincarna- 
tion. The characterisation is good, and the interest of the story well 
sustained, The novel deserves to stand apart on account of its originality, 
the most prominent feature being the Kaiser's naval secret, which appears 
to be revealed for the first time, a secret which was so jealously guarded 
that none of the diplomats of Europe, with all their astuteness, ever even 
divined it. This admission is sure to raise the reades’s curiosity. 


GuLL, C. RANGER. The Snare of the Fowler. Cr. 8vo., pp. viii., 

311. Jarrolds, Ltd. 1917. 6s. 

The hero of this book is one Reginald Hertford, who whilst hailin 
Fleet Street, discovers the price of reviewing aptly defined as “ sausage an 
mash is about as much as a novel is worth now.’" This was evidently before 
days of rationing. The story is rade up of sensationalism and mystery as 
oaly this well known author can incorporate them in the usual allowance of 
three hundred odd pages. 


Hay-NewrTon, Mrs. F. Somewhere in Scotland, August to December, 
1914. Cr. 8vo., pp. 299. John Murray. 1917. §s. net. 


A clever sketch of life in a small Scotch town, barely more thar a village, 
at the opening of the great war. The resulting upheaval ot lives brings forth 
astounding revelations of character and conflicting class distinctions. Cleverly 
as the book is worked out, without pre-conceived literary conceptions, but with 
pathos, humour, sentiment and insight, we must confess to feeling a sense 
of weariness before reaching the final page. 


Perrin, Atice. TalesthatareTold. Cr.8vo., pp.251. Skeffington 
and Son, Ltd. 1917. 6s. 
Mrs. Perrin’s new volume contains one short novel and nine stories, 
most of them with an Anglo-Indian interest and several with a mystic 
touch that belongs to the ancient East. The “ Gift of God” handles the 
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delicate subject of the marriage of a Mahommedan with an En girl of 

the servant class, ‘‘ The Impress ” is a powerful story dealing with an innate 

dread of snakes,‘ The Miniature,” ‘“‘ The Admiral’s Dog,” and “ Old Ayah” 

are all of them ghost stories. . 

SiR ARTHUR. Mortallone and Aunt Trinidad. 
Cr. 8vo., pp. v.,327. J. W. Arrowsmith, Ltd., Bristol. Simpkin, 
Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co., Ltd., London. 1917. 6s. 
Tales of adventure about pirates of the Spanish Main, which will delight 

the heart of every schoolboy. A talking parrot reveals the secret of the 
spot where treasure is hidden in the story of Mortallone. Aunt Trinidad 
is a series of tales told by three curious ladies, Mrs. Hannah Trudgian and her 
cronies, Ann Bonney and Mrs. Raidlaw, whose revelations aie distinctly 
bloodcurdling. The savour of buccaneering days is strong throughout. 

SOUVESTRE, PIERRE and ALLAIN, MaRcet. A Nest of Spies. 
Being the Continued Pursuit of Fantomas, the Elusive. Cr. 
8vo., pp. viii., 334. Stanley Paul & Co. 1917. 6s. 

Who was Fantomas the evasive, the elusive, the shadowy genius of evil ? 
Pursued by the celebrated detective, Juve, whose ability and activity are 
powerful weapons in his incessant combat against the innumerable soldiers 
of the army of crime, he flits through these exciting pages to the delight of 
thousands of readers. The incidents here recorded are as exciting as any that 
have gone before. 

“TAFFRAIL.” TheSub. Being the Autobiography of David Munro, 
Sub-Lieutenant, R.N. 4 Illus. Cr. 8vo., pp. 356. Hodder 
and Stoughton. 1917. §s. net. 

Life in the naval schools as a midshipinan and a sub-lieutenant, before 
and during the war, vividly told in the form oj fiction, 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
SUBJECTS FOR ESSAYS FOR 1918 EXAMINATION. 


SECTION 1.—-Literary History.—The permanent contribution 
of the period 1840-1870 to English Literature, and its Characteristics, 
SECTION 2.—Bibliography.—Prepare a select Bibliography of the 
English and American Literature (during the period 1800-1900) re- 
lating to the Emancipation of Women, with descriptive notes indica- 
ting the relative value, scope, and character of all important works. 


SECTION 3.—Classification.—Construct a scheme of classifica- 
tion for the local collection of the county in which you live, and 
make (as a specimen) an index of a small part of such scheme ; or 
modify the Decimal Classification for application to a children’s 
library. State your reasons for the principal modifications ; or, 
construct a scheme ot classification for books on the labouri 
classes, the conditions under which they work, their welfare a 
remuneration, and their relation with employers. 


(Note.—-Candidates must select one of the above subjects). 


ER 
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SEcTION 4.—Cataloguing.—An essay on the cataloguing of the 
literature of commerce, science, and technology. 


SECTION 5.—Library Organization.—The provision of accessible 
Scientific and Technical Literature (books and periodicals : British 
and foreign) in this country is at present inadequate. Develop a 
scheme whereby this inadequacy may be overcome, so that the 
requirements of the artisan, the student, and the research worker 
everywhere may be met economically yet expeditiously. 


Section 6.—Library Routine—The aims and objects of 
organizing local war museums and collections of war literature in 
public libraries, and the guiding principles to be observed in the 
selection and arrangement of books and material for exhibition. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION : SOUTH 
COAST BRANCH. 


A most interesting and well attended meeting of the South 
Coast Branch was held at the Hove Public Library on January 23rd. 
Mr. J. W. Lister (Chief Librarian, Hove) presided over an atten- 
dance of nearly 40, and the meeting took the novel and original 
form of a “ magazine night.” 

All contributions (of which there were more than twenty in 
number) were sent to the Editress, Miss Gerard, anonymously, and 
were read at the meeting by various members of the audience. 
The editorial of the magazine (which was entitled “‘ The Medley ’’) 
stated that ‘‘ It is hoped this ‘ Magazine ’ will be a sign, both to our 
parent Association and to our absent colleagues, that as a branch 
we are still very much alive and ‘ carrying on.’ It is our ideal, 
when this war is over and our colleagues return, to shew them a branch 
that has not suffered since their departure, either in membership 
or funds through want of any service we can render it. We intend 
to give them back a branch upon which there will be no need to 
spend time in reviving dead ideals and failing enthusiasms. They 
will find us ready to join hands again with them, and with the 
other branches of our Association, and to push forward for the good 
of our profession.” 

The contributions included the following items: “‘ An Ideal 
Librarian "’ ; ‘‘ Samuel Pepys, junior, pays a visit to a Municipal 
Library ”’ ; “‘ Small Creatures : Verses ” ; ‘“‘ The Autobiography of a 
Book ”’ ; ‘‘ Memories of an Ideal Holiday ”’ ; ‘‘ War Time Humour 
in a Sussex Library’; ‘‘ Education ”’ ; ‘‘ Some Superstitions of 
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Old England ”’; “ Periodical Literature’’; ‘‘ Impressions of an 
Air Raid ”’ ; ‘‘ A Soldier’s Prayer : Verses ’’; “‘ Rules for ‘ Chiefs’ ”’; 
“The Milestones Soliloquies” ; “‘ Springtime”; “‘ The Lighter 
Side of Library Life ’’ ; “ Dependableness ”’ ; “‘ An Ideal Library 
Assistant’; Friendship’’; “Some Sussex Writers’’; “ War 
Economy.” A ballot was taken after the reading of the papers and 
two books, kindly given by Miss Marian Frost (Chief Librarian, 
Worthing), were given to the writers of the two papers receiving 
the highest number of votes. The prize winners were Miss M. M. 
Barnett, and Miss W. M. Johnson, both of the Brighton staff. 

Votes of thanks were passed to the writers and readers of the 
papers, to the Chairman, and Committee of the Hove Public Library, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Lister and to the Staff. 

The Chairman in his remarks alluded with special pleasure to 
the presence of Lieutenant H. S. Wilson, Machine Gun Corps, and 
Mrs. Wilson. Lieutenant Wilson, formerly of the Hove staff, 
having recently won the Croix de Guerre, is the first officer to come 
home on leave from the Italian front. 

At the close of the meeting the members adjourned to the 
Reference Library, where by the kind hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lister refreshments were provided. This brought to a close a 
most enjoyable evening and one of the most successful gatherings 
ever held by the branch. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION: NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 


The Annual Meeting of the Branch was held on Thursday, 
January 31st, at Southport by kind invitation of the Public Libraries 
Committee. The members met at the Library at one o'clock to 
inspect the excellent alterations recently effected, proceeding later 
to the Queen’s Hotel where they were entertained to a light luncheon 
at the invitation of the Mayor of Southport, Councillor T. Hampson. 
The Mayor presided, and in welcoming the Association, referred 
to the necessity for making the resources of libraries attractive. 
Adjourning to the Council Chamber, Town Hall, the chair was 
occupied by Mr. A. Lancaster, President, and among those present 
were Councillor Nuttall, Chairman of the Southport Libraries 
Committee, Councillor Thorburn, Vice-Chairman, Alderman 
Martin (St. Helens), Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L. (President-elect), 
Councillor Taylor (Bolton), G. T. Shaw (Liverpool), C. Madeley 
(Warrington), R. Ashton (Blackburn), J. Pomfret (Darwen), 
Alderman Compston (Rawtenstall), F. H. Mills (Southport), 
W. Allanach, Director of Education, Southport, J. W. Singleton 
(Hon. Secretary), and other representatives from Rawtenstall, 
Burnley, Bebington, Blackburn, Darwen, Runcorn, Great Crosby 
Altrincham, Wigan, Bolton, Radcliffe, Lancaster, the Union of 
Lancashire and Cheshire Institutes (Manchester), &c. 


THE LIBRARY WORLD. 223 


Mr. Archibald Sparke, Chief Librarian Bolton Public Libraries, 
was unanimously elected President for the ensuing two years. 
Mr. Sparke then took the chair. A hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to the retiring President, Mr. Lancaster ; regrets being 
expressed that his years of office had been so clouded, particularly 
in that his health had not been of the best. Mr. Lancaster 
responded. Mr. Sparke, in the course of his Presidential address, 
thanked the members for placing him in the position of President. 
He referred to the war work which had been done by libraries, 
and appealed for a closer co-operation in library work, particularly 
in regard to the purchase of expensive or technical books, in the 
compilation of local bibliographies, and library statistics. On the 
motion of Mr. Pomfret, seconded by the Hon. Secretary, the 
President was thanked for his address. 

The meeting proceeded with the election of officers and 
Council, the following being a full list for the year 1918 :—President, 
A. Sparke (Bolton); Immediate Past President, A. Lancaster 
(St. Helens) ; Vice-Presidents, R. Ashton (Blackburn) ; C. Madeley 
(Warrington) ; Alderman H. Martin, J.P. (St. Helens); Dr. G. 
Scarr (Radcliffe) ; G. T. Shaw (Liverpool) ; Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer, John W. Singleton (Accrington); Summer School 
Secretary, J. Pomfret (Darwen). ; Council, W. H. Berry (Oldham) ; 
E. C. Brown (Chester), Miss K. Fearnside (Waterloo-with-Seaforth), 
G. Fletcher (Ashton-under-Lyne); R. J. Gordon (Rochdale), 
J. Harding (Bebington), R. Hargreaves (Stockport), C. H. Hunt 
Bootle), F. H. Mills (Southport), C. J. Scott (Westhoughton), 
‘ H. Shaw (Bury), H. Wilkinson (Rawtenstall). 

Mr. Pomfret, Chief Librarian, Darwen, read a paper on ‘‘ Some 
Essential Points in Modern Library Development.’’ After out- 
lining the commercial and educational position of the country at 
the end of 3} years of war, Mr. Pomfret expressed the opinion that 
the power of the library movement should be made better known 
in the world of affairs. He urged the importance of having as 
members of library committees those who have faith in the library 
movement ; the necessity for attracting readers ; the advantages 
of open-access to the shelves ; the importance of exact classifica- 
tion and for forming a closer association with other literary organisa- 
tions. Ina paper on ‘“‘ The New Education Policy of the Library 
Association,’’ Mr. Shaw, Chief Librarian, Liverpool, dealt with the 
proposal for creating Library Schools. He reviewed the work 
accomplished under the present examination syllabus, and con- 
cluded by moving the following resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted :—‘‘That this meeting of the North-Western Branch of 
the Library Association, while strongly supporting the movement 
for the establishment of Library Schools, urges on the Council 
of the Library Association the importance of maintaining and 
developing the efficiency of the present system of classes and 
examinations for library assistants.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


“THE TECHNICAL BOOK REVIEW INDEX ” 
AND ITS CRITIC. 
To the Editor of Tue Liprary Worvv. 

Dear S1r,—My attention has just been called to the note in 
THE Liprary WorLD, October 1917, page 106, regarding the 
Technical Book Review Index of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. 

This Index is, of course, a rather special publication filling a 
new and very definite field. It is, therefore, not likely to be of 
very general interest. We are glad to have it mentioned in Tue 
LIBRARY WoRLD, but the writer of the note which refers to it has 
entirely misinterpreted the purpose of the /ndex, despite our efforts 
to make it clear. The purpose is to index bovk reviews, not to 
suggest books on any subject, but to point the way to reviews of 
books which are already known. 

Most of the important book-publishing countries have publica- 
tions which arrange new books by subjects and which endeavour to 
list all the books published in their respective countries. As 
definitely stated in our preface the Technicai Book Review Index 
is not intended to compete with or replace any of these lists. It 
is intended to supplement these lists by indicating where reviews 
of the books may be found. Itis, therefore, not so much for the man 
who “finds a book on the library shelves”’ as for the man (frequently 
a librarian) who does wot have the book, and who having merely a 
publisher's announcement wants some further idea of the book. 

The Index does not attempt to classify books. It is not based 
on an examination of the books and, as most librarians know, the 
classification of books from titles alone is extremely hazardous. 
The number of titles included bears no relation to the number of 
books actually published, and the books it mentions are not 
necessarily in this Library. On the other hand, it is based on a 
careful examination of book reviews, and it is to index these reviews 
that the Technical Book Review Index isissued. The brief quotation 
sometimes given is merely incidental, and does not obviate the 
desirablity of looking up the entire review, a practice made feasible 
for the first time by this Index. 

The correctness of your intimation regarding the hasty nature 
of certain reviews is freely admitted and deeply regretted. The 
remedy, however, lies with the reviewers rather than with the 
conglien of the Technical Book Review Index. 

Yours very truly, 
E. H. McCLELLAND, 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY OF PITTSBURGH, Technology Librarian. 

PITTSBURGH, January toth, 1918. 

[We are glad to receive this letter. With the limitations which Mr. 
McClelland shows, the Technical Book Review Index is most useful, and our 
criticism was not meant to be unappreciative. We have a gieat admiration 
for the excellent publications of the great library he serves.—Eb.] 
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The Art and Research Bureau, 
7, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C. 1. 


Telephone: MUSEUM 769. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL, GENEALOGICAL, 


and other Research. 


Photographic Facsimiles from Books and Manuscripts 
in all the Great Libraries. 


TYPEWRITING: TRANSLATIONS. 


CARDINAL XIMENES 


STATESMAN, ECCLESIASTIC, SOLDIER, 
AND MAN OF LETTERS, 
WITH AN ACCOUNT OF 

THE COMPLUTENSIAN POLYGLOT BIBLE. 


BY 


JAMES P. R. LYELL, 


J.P., F.R.Hist.S. 


On hand-made paper with 14 plates 10/6 net. 
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iii. 


THE 


KAISER’S NAVAL SECRET. 


The most jealously guarded of all the War-Lord’s secrets, and the Key to World 
Domination by Prussia is revealed for the first time in 


‘“WORLD WITHOUT END” 


By W. E. CRISP 
(** W.E.C."’ who completed Dickens ‘‘ Mystery of Edwin Drood’’). 


Packed full of thrilling and exciting incidents, you are invited to read “ World 
Without End,” and to send a copy to your relative or friend in Blue or Khaki, 


The Times.—‘* The book shows ability i in handling very different kinds of material 
and in working out a complicated plot.” 

Birming am Daily Post.—*“ Recalls . . . . the tales of Poe and the dramas 
of Hugo.’ 

Manchester City News.—This leading Journal devotes a column over the signature of 
**Tgnotus.” The writer says, “It is a remarkable volume . . . it teems with 
. . chapters of daring speculation, of powerful discussion on creeds 
various theologies, and of revolutions brought in by science.’ 

Glasgow Heraid.—** It is grandly conceived.’ 

Land and Water.—** It takes the reader right out from the 20th century materialism 
in — profit and loss count for more than anything else to the land of dreamers who put 
ideals first. 


G/-= net. At all Libraries and Booksellers. G/= net. 
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